THE PARLAMENT OF LADIES. 


Or divers remarkable Orders, of the Ladies, 
at Spring Garden, in Parlament aſſembled. 
Together with certain Votes, of the unlaw- 
ful Aſſembly, at Kate's, in Covent Garden, 
Both ſent abroad to prevent miſinformation, 
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Ordered by the Ladies aſſembled in Parlament, 
that their Orders and V-:tes be forthwith printed 
and publiſhed, to prevent all juch mijreports and 
Scandals, as either malice er want / wit, height- 
ned with ſnuff of ale or flain'd dlaret, may raiſe, 
te the diſhonor of their ſaid Vates and Proceedings. 


B. Kingfmill, Cler. Parlamentorum, 
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The Rattle headed Ladies being aſſembled at 
Kate's in Covent-Garden, and having ſpent 
ſome time in chooſing their Speaker, [it hav- 
ing been objected againſt the Lady Ducheſs, 
that ſhe had uſed beating up of Quarters, and 
other Youthful Sports, too frequently with 
Prince Rupert,] they at laſt reſolved upon the 
Lady Iſabella T—ne, hoping thereby their 
Acts might have great influence on the King's 
Majeſtic. Firſt therefore, they took into con- 
ſideration their own Buſineſs, and voted, That 
no Round- head ſhould dare to come into any 
of their Quarters; and on the contrary, none 
of their Memters, [tiz.] Cavaleers, do co- 
habit in, any of the Round-head's Quarters, 
or pay any Contribution to them by way of 
benevolence, loan, or otherwiſe. 

That Thanks be given to the Lady M— 
tague, T—ham, C—ven, c. for their Cour- 
tiſies and Favors to the diſtreſſed Cavaleers 
beyond the Seas. Ordered thereupon, That 
their ſaid Ladyfhips, together with the Lady 
S—nh;p, have leave to ſell, give away, or 
otherwiſe diſpoſe of their French Commodities, 
without paying Exciſe or Cuſtom. 

A 3 That 
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That Mrs. Phillips be forthwith ſent into 
France, from the Houſe, to the Lord 1 
tague, to let him know his Lady hath nego- 
tiated with the Members of both Houſes. 

It was thought fit by the whole Houſe, 
That a Troop of tryed Able Men ſhould be 
raiſed, that fo, they might be the more ſecure 
againſt all their Adverſaries; but it was long 
in Debate, who ſhould be Commander in 
chief of it: For my Lady N—port the Coun- 
teſs, moved for my Lord D—by, who ſhe 
confeſs'd was not the Ableſt Man ſhe had 
convers'd with by many, yet in polling they 
ought not to deſpiſe him, confidering how the 
King favors him; and that if need be, [though 
he have the Title,] yet they may conſtitute 
another under him to go through with their 
Bufineſs. But there was another Lady which 
much oppoſed her, and was very deſirous that 
my Lord G—ring's Experience might be con- 
i;dered ; which perhaps the Houſe had done, 
had not Mrs. Kir+e urged his Debauchery, 
and put them in mind of Prince Maurice his 
Deſerts and Abilities, though he did not ſeem 
a Courtier. But then the Ducheſs of X 
mond aſſured them, That none was to be 

compared to Prince Rupert, againſt whom 
| nothing 
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nothing could be urged, but that his ill For- 
tune, that his Labor wanted the deſigned 
and expected Fruit; but being cleared of that 
Imputation by Mrs. Legge, [who aſſured her, 
that that did altogether depend on his Com- 
panions in Arms, and not on him, ] it was 
ordered, that my Lady Aubigny ſhould be ſent 
into France to deſire him to receive the Com- 
mand. That Mrs. Cambl:n for the Proteſtants, 
and Mrs. Mibarne for the Papiſts, be appoint- 
ed Meſſengers to attend the Houſe, and that 
they have the Title given them of Meſſengers 

of the Chamber. | 
The ſaid Ladies in Parlament aflembled, 
did declare, That by their firſt Vote of this 
Day, they did not in any wiſe intend to ex- 
clude from their Quarters, the Party of the 
Houſe of Peers which voted the Bill of Main- 
tenance of the Army out of their Houſe, in 
that their faid Ladyſhips are underſtood to be 
ell affected, not Round-heads. Whilſt 
theſe things were in agitation, in comes a 
Serjeant from the Houſe of Ladies at Mrs. 
Chipps Aſſembled, in the Name of which he 
pronounced this an unlawful Aſſembly, a 
Juno, a Mungrel Parlament, commanding 
them to confine their Votes and Themſelves 
A 4 | to 
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to their own Houſes, there to continue dur- 
ing pleaſure, Hide-Parkt, St. James's Park, 
Fring Garden, and Kate's notwithſtanding. 

This put their Ladyſhips into great Diſ- 
order, and more Confuſion, than if they had 
been taken with their Gallants by all and 
each of their reſpedtive Huſbands, which is 
the cauſe we have no more of this Parlament. 

The Ladies well- affected, being [as you 
have heard] aſſembled at their Houſe in 
Spring Garden, ſpent ſometime in chooſing 
their Speaker, and the major part pitching 
upon the Lady H—/and, ſhe deſired to excuſe 
herſelf, alledging her Huſband's Diſcretion, 
and further intreated, that all her Right might 
be conferred on my Lady C- e. But the 
ſaid Lady not being fit to be truſted, being 
too open, the Lady -er was named; but 
it was objected by the Lady Hippriry, that 
the ſaid Counteſs was a Delinquent, and had 
ſormerly carried Supplies to the King, pre- 
tending likewiſe that her Huſband, viz. Sir 
John Hifppeſlcy was much damnified in his 
Eſtate and Office by the ſaid Supplies. But 
the Lady S- bur coming in, the Diſpute 
was ſoon ended, and the Chair conferred 
upon her [nemine centradicente, ] who immedi- 
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ately named Mrs. Pee! Meſſenger, to attend 
the Houſe; and the Lady N— iin and the 
Lady S—leton to be Door-keepers, with order 
to keep all out but Members. All this was 
aſſented unto, notwithſtanding ſome Excep- 
tions were taken to the ſlowneſs of Mrs. 
Peele's. Pace; it being aggravated by one, 
that ſhe went flower than the Maſters of 
Chancery when they go on Meſſages. 

Then their Ladyſhips taking into confide- 
ration the difficult Caſes which might fall out 
in the buſineſs of their Houſes, ordered, 
That Mr. Doctor J/etherborne be ſent for 
from Holdenby, and Doctor Daviſon from. 
Paris, to be Aſſiſtants to the Houſe. Or- 
dered farther, That Dr. H—tn and Dr. 
C— berlain. be. alſo Aſſiſtants to the Houle, 
that ſo with greater Eaſe and Security their 
Ladyſhips may be helped out with their moſt. 
troubleſom and preſſing Affairs. 

The Houſe then adjourned to the Day fol- 
lowing ; and being met accordingly, the firſt. 
buſineſs was, to ſend the aforeſaid Meſſage to. 
the unlawful Aſſembly at Kate's ; Next, fall- 
ing upon their Votes, in particular, that part 
of the Order to be an abſolute Breach of their 
Privilege, which forbids the Cavaleet's En- 
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trance into the Round-head's Quarters ; and 
accordingly ordered, That the faid Cavaleers 
ſhall within two Days depart this City, and 
not come within twenty Miles of the Lines 
of Communication ; and further voted, That 
no malignant Lady preſume to walk in the 
Spring-Garden after Twelve of the Clock at 
Night, upon any pretence whatſoever. 

Next, their Ladyſhips took into conſide- 
ration the great Number of Delinquents, and 
ordered that there be a Committee for Com- 
poſitions, to meet at the Lady K—nts for the 
Proteſtants, and for the Papiſts at the Lady 
Lakes. 

This day a Complaint was brought againſt 
Sir Henry Blunt, for publiſhing an heretical 
and dangerous Doctrine, viz. That it is bei- 
ter to converſe with, and reſort to Common Me- 
men, than Ladies of Honor : Upon mature 
deliberation whereof, the Ladies with much 
indignation ſent for him ; who being come, 
and hearing his Accuſation read, was com- 
manded to withdraw. During the Debate, 
up ſtarts the Lady Fer, and offers to the 
Conſideration of the Houſe, the dangerous 
Effects that this Opinion might produce, if 
it were ſuffered to be ſowed among the People, 

to 
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to the utter decay of Trade, as alſo of the 
particular Commerce of Rheniſh Wine in the 
Muſt, Tarts, Cheeſe-cakes, Sullibubs, Sc. 
whereby the profit of the Houſe will greatly 
be diminiſhed. This Speech was receiv'd by 
a marvellous Applauſe of the whole Houſe, 
and the ſaid Sir Henry Blunt was called in the 
ſecond time, who commanded to kneel, re- 
fuſed, alledging, The Houſe was no lawful _ 
Judicatute, but appeal'd to the Commons of 
England and I/ales, which ſuſpended all Pro- 
ccedings therein for that time. - 
The Houſe conſidered in the next place, 
That divers weak Perſons have crept into 
Places beyond. their Abilities; and to the End 
that Men of greater Parts may be put into 
their rooms, appointed the Lady 1iddleſex, 
Mrs. Dunch, the Lady Filer, and the Lady 
Ann Waller, by reaſon of their great pe- 
rience in the Soldiery of this Kingdom, to be 
a Committee for Tryers in this Kingdom. 
The Houle being ready to adjourn, there 
was News of a Quarrel between two noto- 
rious Members of the faid Houſe, Mrs. Har- 
ris and Mrs, Dunch, and good Council was . 
given them to unite againſt their Common 
Enemy, their Huſbands ; and it was at length 
A 6 ordered, 
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ordered, That they ſhould be reconciled, and 
Tom Temple ſhould be deſired to put up his 
Blade, 

The Morning following, they took into- 
conſideration the many Gariſons of the King- 
dom that were to be kept, and which not. 
Ordered, That Northampton be continued in 
Gariſon, and that the Lady S—land be re- 
queſted to take the Command thereof upon. 
Her, notwithſtanding the Self-denying Ordi- 
nance, 

That an Eng/i/5 Gariſon be put into Car- 
lifle, to prevent Foreign Nations getting in 
poſſeſſion thereof, as is to be feared, by rea- 
ſon” of ſome ſecret Intclligence had by the 
French Ambaſſador in that place. 

That Leicefler, Newfort, Marlborough, 
and all which, are either old or uſeleſs For- 
tihcations, be forthwith lighted. 

Aſter this, they took into conſideration the 
Standing Forces of this Kingdom, and then 
ſ-veral Entertainments; and ordered the Lord. 
F. ces, Mr. S—by, Mr. R- ad, and Mr. 
ton, have Pay allowed them, condition 
ally, that they be provided to draw forth 
upon Service at the leaſt Warning. 

That 
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That Collonel C— le, Mr. Henry H—ard, 
and Mr. N—ille, have free Quarter only. 

That the Prince Elefor, Mr. G —ſcocte, 
and Prince Griffth, henceforth pay their 
Quarters. 

Ordered by Addition of the Firſt Vote,, 
That Sir John M—ley be forthwith paid for 
his Service to this Houſe, notwithſtanding his 
Delinquency, but fo, that if he ſhall break 


out any more, he ſhall be irrecoverably put 
into the Exception. 


Ordered, That all ſuch Forces as ſhall be 
diſbanded, ſhall be ſent for Ireland, or other 
wiſe diſpoſed of out of this Kingdom. 

Their Ladyſhips were then informed, that. 
a Meſſage waited at the Door from the Houſe 
of Commons, and Sir Peter I/—worth, and- 
Mr. B—nton, who brought it, being let in, 
they found it was for the Relief of maimed. 
Soldiers. Their Ladyſhips referr'd it to the 
Lady P - - - rough to be conſidered, what re- 
lief was fit to be given them; to whom was 
joined Mrs. H- ard, {ſometime Maid of 
Honor, ] ſhe having purged her . Malige 
nancy. 

This Day the Houſe received divers Re- 
ports from the Committee of Complaints; 

and 
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and firſt, againſt the Prince Eleddlor, who 
was accuſed, that he was not ſecret to the 
Truſt of this Houſe, but bewraid them in 
their Service, and inſtead of doing their Bu- 
ſineſs, did his own. The conſideration of 
this Buſineſs was put off till another time 
as alſo another Accuſation againſt the ſaid 
Prince, viz. That he hath deſerted his Em- 
ployment. Both brought in by the Lady 
B- rington. | 

The next was of ſome Articles brought in 
by Britannicus againſt Mrs. I -s holding 
Intelligence with the Enemy ; which being 
found to be true, ſhe was voted to be Laun- 
dreſs to the Prince Electer's Highneſs. 

The Third was an Accuſation againſt the 
Lord R—ch, by the Lady Mary C— Jayne, 
alias C- ien, who pretended, fhe had been 
pl undered of Jewels, and other Commodities, 
by the ſaid Lord R—<ch, to the value of 200 l. 
but it being alledged by the Lady //—wick, 
that it was Cone to one that had been a Com- 
mander againſt the Parlament; the Accuſa- 
tion was caſt cut. Then the Houſe adjourned 
till next Day. 

The Buſineſs this Day was the Report 
from the Committee of Tryers, who named in 


the 
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the firſt place, the Right Honorable the a 
of D—gh to be a Man of extraordinary Parts 
and Adilities; whereupon it was ordered, 
that his Lordſhip be Commander in chief of 
all the Standing Forces of this Kingdom, and 
that his Head Quarters be in Andaver, until 
the Houfe have further need of his Service. 
Ordered, That the Lord C—den in regard 
of his great Talent, have a favorable Com- 
polition at the Lady K—ts. | 
Ordered, That Signor Ambroſio, a politic 
Italian, be had in remembrance, for his ex- 
traordinary Pains to content this Houſe; and 
that when the Affairs of this Kingdom ſhall 
be ſettled, he be put into the Duchy-Office : 
and in the mean time, becauſe what he had 
before did not content him, he be ſatisfied 
out of Mrs. H—/s Arrears, which are for- 
feited to the State for ſome petty Larcenies 
of hers. | 
This Buſineſs being over, up ſtarts the 
zealous and and well- affected Lady, the Lady 
M—may, and moved, That a public Faſt be 
appointed, for imploring a Bleſſing upon Mens 
conſtant Affections to this Houſe; as aho to 
ſtop the contagious Iufection and itching 
Humours 
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Humours now crept in among us, and likely 
to overſpread us all, if not timely ſtopped. 

The Motion was embraced, and Mr. 
O—eftn [ſometime Prebend of Peter's, Mei- 
minſler,] together with Dodtor S—eld's, 
Paſtor of Jame's Clerkenwell, mentioned to 
preach before the Houſe ; but one Cornelius 
brought an Accuſation againſt the Doctor 
aforeſaid, for one ill affected to the preſent 
Government, he having preached lately in 
his houſe in a Tub: Whereupon he was re- 
jeced, and the Lady K—ſington deſired, that 
Mr. S- mar might be ſubſtituted in his 
Turn, of whoſe great Parts and able Per- 
formances ſhe had long Experience, which 
was aſſented to accordingly. 

Their Ladyſhips in the next place, taking 
into conſideration the great Decay of Cattle, 
and other Beaſts in this Kingdom during theſe 
unnatural Wars; thought the fitteſt Means 
for a Remedy, to be their Ladyſhips ſending 
[as they did] to the Houſe of Commons, to 
intreat them, that ſome of their Members 
might join with their Ladyſhips to conſider of 
the faid Buſineſs. They forthwith named 
the Lady G-, and the Houſe of Commons 
the Lord G- her Huſband, to be a Com- 

mittee 
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mittee to debate, and conſider the fitteſt 
Means to multiply and recruit the ſaid 
Beaſts, to whom they gave theſe following 
Inſtructions. 8 
That they ſhall intreat all, or moſt of the 
Ag in England, and all other Men of 

that. Shape, to marry. That all ſuch Men 
as have vowed [whether Priſoners, or Free- 
men, ] never to cut their Beards till his Ma- 


jeſtie comes to London to be encouraged 


therein. 

That Monſieur Sabran be intreated, and 
the Name of the Houſe be uſed therein, to 
return to his Concubine here, notwithſtand=- 
ing his Wife be at Geneva, for that Geneva 
hath not the ſame urgent neceſſity of multi- 
plying Beaſts as this Iſland hath, 

The Houſe then took into conſideration 
the Sale of Delinquents Eſtates; and order- 
ed, That Mr. H—ington for his faithful 
Service done the Houſe, have the Earl of 
N=— als Baggage, as alſo the Lady D—hire 
have I/erceſter-houſe, [notwithſtanding the 
Vote of the Houſes at /Ye/iminſler in favor 
of the Earl of S—uy,] that ſo her Ladyſhip 


may be preſent with leſs Trouble at her 
wany 


many and ſerious Negotiations with the Scotch» 
Commiſſioners. 

This Day was preſented a Petition from 
the Lady S— hip, humbly defiring, That 
ſhe might be received into this Houſe, pre- 
tending, ſhe was well- affected, was true; 
but that a Scotch Affection mix'd with a 
French, could never make a well- affected 
Lady. It was further urged, that the ſaid 
Lady had been in Arms under Colonel S— 
(H, who was ordered to be kept up by this 
Houſe. The Debate was put off till another 
time. 


A Motion was made for the putting down 
of Plays; whereupon the Lady AM mouth 
ftood up, and defired, that it might be ex- 

plained what Plays; foraſmuch as if they 
thould put down Inn and Inn, it might prove 
much to the prejudice of the Houſe, as alſo 
to Mr. I— u, who had deſerved well of her 
Ladyſhip : But Anſwer being made, Stage- 
plays were only underſtood, She declared, 
ſhe would concur with the Houſe now Sir 
Foln S$—lirg was dead; but truly ſhe lik'd 
his Plays well. 
It was then moved by the Lady C—mpton, 
that a Thankſgiving Day might be appointed 


, for 
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for the Recovery of the Earl of Pope, 
which was conſented to; and Mr. Cra 
deſired to Preach, and to ſing the Pſalm i in 
Engliſh, and not in Hebretw. 

Ordered, That Thanks be given to Mr. 
 R—enſon for his zealous and devout Prayer, 
that the faid Lord might once more climb up 
May-hill. 

The Houſe then appointed Commiſſioners 
to go to his Majeſtic, viz. The Ladies of 
O—rd, and S—ford, together with the Lady 
My, to move his Majeſtie's haſte, and gain 
the Royal Aſſent, that ſo Happy a Union 
may follow. 

This Day alſo, they pafs'd an Ad of Obl:- 
vien to the Lady D—hkeith, the Lady Kathe- 
rine S—it, the Lady A— bigny, and Mrs. 
R— per for their Delinquency in the Enemy's 
Quarters, 

Soon after, the Lady N—ton, Door keeper 
of this Houſe, complained of Sir Robert H— 
{:w, a Member of the Houſe of Commons, 
for attempting to deface her, which hap- 
pened thus; the ſaid Lady being a zealous 
Independent, and fo one of the Saints, and Sir 
Robert having found out that ſhe was likewiſe 
Painted, he pretended that ſhe came within 
. bis 


his Ordinance of Idolatry, Saints painted, 
Croſſes, Sc. But ſome Friends of the ſaid 
Door-keeper's urging on her behalf, that 
none did ever yet attempt to adore or wor- 
ſhip her, ſhe was juſtified: And the Ladies 
bereupon declared, That if any Perſon, by 
virtue of any Power whatſoever, pretended to 
be derived from the Houſe of Commons, or 
any other Court, ſhall go abvut to impeach, 
hinder, or diſturb any Lady from Painting, 
Waſhing, or Adorning herſclf to her beſt 
advantage, as alſo from Painting of Hair, 
and Inveſting of "Teeth, that Act is a great 
Breach of the Privilege of the Houſe,. and 
that the Offenders ſhall be proceeded againſt 
accordingly. | 

In the laſt place, their Ladyſhips being to 
adjourn for ſome Weeks, delired, That firſt 
a main Point of Divinity might be decided: 
W hat is meant by the words Due benevolence 
in the N—w T——:t; and in order thereto, 
they ſent unto the Miniſters of the Aſſembly, 
intreating to make ſome Declaration concet n- 
ing the fame. The Meſſengers found the 
Aſſembly bufie about their Affairs, endea- 
vouring to bring the Text, /s the Sen left 
Je be angry, to prove Preſbytery ; yet under= 
ſtanding 


Nanding their Ladyſhips Requeſt, they left 
it preſently, and fell upon the Debate of the 
ſaid Due Benevolence, which I do not intend 
to ſet down particularly, it being not to be 
found in the Ladies. Journal: Only I hear, 
that Mr. Obadiab $S—wick's Opinion was, 
That if a Man had been abſent from his 
Houſe any time, that then the Conjugal Duty 
obliged him to ſolace her now, and anon too, 
that is to ſav, twice within the compaſs of a 
natural Day. But it being adjudg'd, that no 
Rule can be obſerved, for that depended upon 
Mens natural Conſtitutions, and Health; it 
was declared by them, That all, and every 
Man coupled in Bond of Matrimony and 
Wedlock, is engaged to comfort his Mate 
and Fellow-feeler, as often as his Strength 
and Conſtitution of Body will poſſibly per- 
mit. 

Their Ladyſhips having received the De- 
finition, deſired them to make it Jure Divine 
and to publiſh it, for that ſo, no Huſband in 
the Country may pretend ignorance : Where- 
upon their Holineſſes made this enſuing Ca- 
non, 


\ 


Die 
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Die Jovis 25 Marti, 1647. 


Þt is by theje Preſents declared and decreed io all 
the TVorld, by the Council called and met at 
Weſtminſter, in the Kingdom of Great Britain, 
That all Men, who have, er ſhall take upon 
them the State of Matrimeny, are Ly their Vous 
ana Senſe of H— W-—t, obliged to comfort, 
viſit, and comply with Wives, as often as their 
Strength of Body will permit and give them 
leave; and though they ſhould pretend it Handi 
not with their Bufineſs, that they be thereunts 
obliged notwithflanding. ' This we enjoin and 
command, under Penalty being debarred the 
S— , of which we hope to have the mono- 


poly. | 


The Day following, in the Evening, this 
Doctrine being brought to their Ladyſhips, 
they ordered, That the Speaker of their 
Houſe ſhould give Thanks to the ſaid Mini- 
ſters of the A—bly of D—vines, for their 
great Care and Pains in Reforming this 

Kingdom, 
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Kingdom, and in particular for this preſent 
Declaration. After which, they ordered 
theſe their Votes to be printed ; and fo Ad- 
journed till further time. +. 
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